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Local Coin Clubs Offer Many Benefits to the Collector 


By: Todd Cofer 


I started collecting coins in early 2004, as I was 
introduced to collecting thru my brother-in-law. He has 
collected coins on and off most of his life and gave me a few 
coins and I was hooked! I started out putting together mod- 
ern proof sets, which as I found out is a good starting point 
for a beginner. I was fortunate enough to attend the Whit- 
man coin show of that year, and stopped by the Metropoli- 
tan Coin Club of Atlanta (MCCA) table, and was invited to 
attend one of their meetings. I was excited to go and meet 
with fellow collectors, and as it turned out, this would be- 
come one of my best investments in the hobby. 


The MCCA has been meeting in the Atlanta area 
since 1964. They started as the Doraville Coin Club, but 
changed the name as time went by, as meeting locations 
changed over the years, and more members from the whole 
metro area joined. They meet twice a month on the first and 
third Saturday’s, as this made it easier for there YN’s to at- 
tend. I made it to my first meeting and new immediately 
that I wanted to become a member. I was very impressed, as 
the members shared there knowledge with their fellow col- 
lectors. 

There are many benefits for the collector, numis- 
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1:00 PM SPMC tour of historic W&A RR and 
N. GA Civil War sites 
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6:00 PM Bourse closes 

6:30 PM Southern Gold Society gathering 
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Joc Meyers, Ph.D., Numismatist 
PO BOA S066 
Athens, Georgia 30608-0966 
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Member Clubs 


ANDERSON, SC 
Anderson Area Coin Club 
Ladonna Hawkins 
864-296-3462 

Blue Ridge Numis. Ass’n 
David Cieniewicz 
256-852-7015 

ATLANTA 
Metro. Coin Club of Atlanta 
Ron Wichman 

770-394-4103 

Southern Gold Society 
David Crenshaw 
dcnumisma@charter.net 
ALBANY 

Southwest Georgia Coin Club 
George Anderson 
229-4329756 
AUGUSTA 
Augusta Coin Club 

David Chism 

706-541-4143 
BLAIRSVILLE 

Mountain Coin Club 
William (Bill) Thrift 
mountaincoinclub@gmail.com 
CHARLESTON, SC 
Low Country Coin Club 
Randy Clark 

834-747-8714 
CHATTANOOGA, TN 
Chattanooga Coin Club 
Dennis Schafluetzel 
423-842-5527 

FORT OGLETHORPE 
Chief John Ross Numis. Ass’n 
Dan Card 


423-238-5203 











HUNTSVILLE, AL 
Madison County Coin Club 
Michael Campbell 

2 56-337-5092 

MACON 

Middle Georgia Coin Club 
Bill Lane 

912-986-9795 

MARIETTA 
Marietta/Smyma Coin Club 
Melvin Rush 

770-436-0678 

North Charleston 

Low Country Coin Club 
Randy Clark 
RHClark@mayerelectric.com 
ROCKDALE 

Rockdale Coin Club 

David Green 

770-482-1133 

ROME 

Rome Coin Club 

Jerry Howell 

706-234-0760 

STONE MOUNTAIN 
Stone Mtn. Numis. Ass’n 
Larry Todd 

770-469-9598 
THOMASVILLE 

Rose City Coin Club 

Paul Puskar 

220-226-3272 

WARNER ROBINS 
Warner Robins Coin Club 
John Byars 

478-923-9903 
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Show Calendar 


Every effort is made to ensure the accuracy 
of the information that is contained here at 
the date of publication however show dates, 
location, and times do on occasion change. 
Before traveling to the show please contact 
the show’s promoters for the latest informa- 
tion. 


Greater Atlanta 


Coin Dealers 

4/11, 5/23, 6/13, 7/11, 8/8, 
9/12, 10/10, 11/14, and 
12/12 

Holiday Inn Select 

4386 Chamblee Dunwoody Rd 
Atlanta, GA 9 AM-5 PM. 

Call Bob O’Brien, 
770-772-4359 
atlcoin@hotmail.com 


Georgia Numismatic 
Association Coin 


Show 

April 16-18, 2010 
Northwest Georgia Trade & 
Convention Center 

Dalton, GA, 

I-75, Exit 333 

Call Dennis Schafluetzel 
423-842-5527 
dennis@schafluetzel.org 
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Interview (Cont.) 


on the coin just so everybody would know who 
she is. That’s actually part of the law. Beyond 
that, designers were free to pick and choose. 
Most tended to do bust, but not always. Large 
cents, for example, depicted the head of Liberty 
wearing a little cap, but it’s basically just a head. 

The initial idea for stars was to put them 
on coins as states were added to the country. 
Coins got a new star when Vermont became a 
state in 1791 and another when Kentucky was 
added in 1792. By the time Tennessee became a 
state in 1796, people started saying, “Well, 
you ve got too many stars on the thing. Go back 
to the original 13 and just be done with it.” And 
so they did. And those 13 stars, of course, repre- 
sented the original 13 colonies. 

The other thing that changed was the size 
of the coin. The coins minted from 1796 to 1828 
are all about the same size. They shrink slightly 
in 20, although the gold content is the same. 
And then in 1834, the size really shrank and re- 
mained that way for the next, well, nearly a hun- 
dred years. 

Collectors Weekly: Why did they get 
smaller? 

Doty: Because they removed some of the 
gold. That was the Coinage Act of 1834. The gold 
content of the coin was reduced slightly because 
gold coins had been undervalued against silver. 
Basically, they were being exported and then 
melted down. The Coinage Act of 1834 was in- 
tended to lower the content of gold coins (at that 
point, we were only minting Quarter Eagles and 
Half Eagles) to keep the coins in circulation. 

It’s worth noting that in the first half of 
the 19th century we were still using other coun- 
try’s coins—Mexican coins, Latin American 
coins, British coins, French coins; anything was 
fair game, provided you could determine its gold 
content to figure out what it would be worth in 
American money. 

The Coinage Act of 1834 helped. Today, 
Quarter Eagles and Half Eagles from the 1820s 
are some of the rarest of all American gold coins 
because of the melting that went on. The mint- 


Page 6 


age numbers were decent, in the thousands, but 
today only half a dozen from one year exist, 
maybe three in another, and so on, because they 
all got melted. And after the law of 1834 was 
passed, that didn’t happen anymore. 
Collectors Weekly: Why were people 
melting these coins? 

Doty: It’s a little bit convoluted to ex- 
plain, but if you took an American gold coin in 
the 1820s and exported it someplace, you would 
wind up making a certain amount of money if 
you melted it down and then exported the gold 
back to the States because the ratio between 
gold and silver prices was a little bit skewed in 
favor of silver. You could do this indefinitely and 
make money off the difference between the 
value of the silver versus the value of the gold. 
It’s called bimetallism. 

Collectors Weekly: The first U.S. gold 
dollar was around the same time, cor- 
rect? 

Doty: Well, the earliest one for circula- 
tion was 1849. That was a direct result of the 
California Gold Rush. They were mining so 
much gold that the government coined three 
new denominations—the gold dollar, the $20 
gold double eagle, and, later, the three-dollar 
gold piece. The coins were struck in Philadel- 
phia and at the Southern branch mints in Char- 
lotte, North Carolina and Dahlonega, Georgia, 
which made gold dollars, Quarter Eagles and 
Half Eagles. They didn’t do anything higher 
than that, probably because the presses weren’t 
strong enough to strike larger coins. 

There were also private mints. Until 
1864, when a law went through which finally 
made it illegal to do private coinage, people used 
tokens. In the 1830s there were hard-times to- 
kens. They mostly replaced cents, which had 
gone underground. We had a big depression at 
that time. People were scared so they tended to 
hoard real money. A cent from a private mint 
had probably half a cent’s worth of copper in it. 

The other trend was private gold. That 

Continued on page: 8 
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VISIT OUR AWARD WINNING CLUB 


Metropolitan Coin Club of Atlanta 


Meeting at 7 PM on the Ist and 3rd Saturday of each month 
North DeKalb Cultural Arts Center 
5339 Chamblee-Dunwoody Road 
Atlanta, Georgia 


All Collectors Welcomed! 


Educational programs/fellowship/refreshments 
Free appraisals/50-70 lot auction 
For further information 


call 770-396-6125 or visit www.mccatl.org 


Meetings are at 7:00PM on the 4th Monday 
of each month except December 


50 + lot auction/ Free door prizes and refreshments/ 
Free appraisals/ Educational programs/ Dealer setup 


Directions: 


ps4 The C.E. Steel Community Center is located at 1040 
Oakland Ave. on the North side of I-20 between 
—Tt I exits 80 & 82. Take the north access road to Oakland 
Ave./Parker Rd. At the red light turn left and go 
about .2 miles on Oakland Ave. The C.E. Steel Cen- 
ter will be on the right. 


For more information please contact Norman Thomas at 


678-859-3611. » Soe 1994 
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Interview (Cont.) 


started in Georgia and North Carolina around 
1830. They had a little gold rush going on in that 
neck of the woods beginning at the end of the 
1790s. In 1799, a nugget weighing something 
like five pounds was discovered, I think in Geor- 
gia. A family was using it as a doorstop for a 
number of years until somebody came by and 
said, “Don’t do that. It’s gold.” So there was a 





Above is a 1848 Quarter Eagle with the rare “CAL” stamp on 
the reverse less than 200 are known. 


gold rush. 

Private coiners set up shop because the 
gold was there. Templeton Reid, for example, 
had been a watchmaker and an engraver. He’d 
worked with machines and stuff. So he set up 
business in Georgia in 1830. A German family 
by the name of Bechtler started a little bit later 
in North Carolina. Reid went out of business af- 
ter probably less than six months, but the Becht- 
lers continued to strike coins for about 20 years. 
They actually struck the first gold dollars. They 
weren't Federal dollars, obviously, but they were 
the first people to strike a coin in that denomi- 
nation. 

Collectors Weekly: How could private 
mints exist at the same time as U.S. 
mints? 

Doty: Well, there wasn’t any law against 
it at the time, not specifically. And because of 
the naivety of Alexander Hamilton and the other 
lawyers and businessmen who wrote the Consti- 
tution in 1787, we ended up with private cur- 
rency, which no one had anticipated, foreign 


Page 8 


coinage in circulation for sixty-five years, and 
from 1830 until 1864 private American coinage, 
too. 

When private coinage got going, the gov- 
ernment complained a little bit, but they didn’t 
really have anything to say about it, not immedi- 
ately. By 1835, the U.S. government finally got 
around to passing a law establishing some addi- 
tional mints in the South to take advantage of 
the gold which is coming out of there. It took 
three more years, basically, before anybody 
came down to actually set up the mints in Dah- 
lonega, which is in northwestern Georgia, Char- 
lotte, and New Orleans. 

The only one of these mints that actually 
got going and really made it big time was New 
Orleans. Common sense tells us there isn’t any 





Hand-struck gold coin from Oregon from 1849 replaced Lady 
Liberty with a beaver 


gold within 500 miles of New Orleans, but that 
was where foreign coinage was coming into the 
country from Mexico and Spain. So these coins 
came in and they were re-struck in New Orleans 
as American coins. 

The U.S. mints did not drive the private 
coiners out of business. Reid quit making coins 
for other reasons and the Bechtlers, as I said 
earlier, continued to chug things out for about 
20 years. And when California happened, all hell 
broke loose, and you had dozens of people try- 
ing to start making coins. It was a free-for-all for 
private coiners, until finally the federal govern- 
ment got into the act to regulate coinage and, 

Continued on page: 9 
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effectively, cut out the competition. 

Here’s an example of how they did that. 
When gold was discovered in Colorado in the 
late 1850s, Clark, Gruber & Co. set up a shop in 
1860. It was a very modern, up-to-date mint. 
They struck a lot of stuff, all very good quality. 
And then the federal government decided to buy 
them out with the law of eminent domain, which 
they did in 1863. The idea was that the govern- 
ment would establish a mint in Denver. Well, it 
took 43 years until they finally got around to it. 

The Federal law banning private coinage 
was passed in 1864. By that point, the majority 
of the California coiners were out of business 
anyway because the San Francisco mint, which 
had opened at 1854, was a very active coiner. 
The privates weren’t needed in that part of the 
world. In the case of Colorado, things began set- 
tling down after about 1862, so there wasn’t a 
crying need for private money. 

Several things were happening at the 
same time. There was a realization that the fron- 
tier was disappearing. Cities and towns were 


coming up and money was flowing in from the 
East. Most importantly, the transportation net- 
work in this country got a lot better toward the 
end of 1860s, early 1870s, with the Transconti- 
nental Railroad, so monetary supplies could 
come into areas which had been previously iso- 
lated. But that didn’t mean that private coinage 
ended. It just changed its name. 

Even after 1864, in Oregon and through- 
out the West, particularly in Utah, Nevada, and 
Montana, a tremendous number of people used 
tokens. They were usually good for five cents in 
trade, or perhaps a token would get you a cigar 
in a general store. They were sometimes pegged 
to values and sometimes tied to certain goods. 
They were struck back East in Chicago, or wher- 
ever, and then used in towns and cities all over 
the West. The use of tokens continued until the 
early 20th century because in certain isolated 
areas like Idaho or Montana, there still wasn’t 
much Federal currency or coins of any kind, 
really. 


(see full interview on Collectors Weekly website) 


Page 9 


Georgia Numismatic Association Coin Show 


Northwest Georgia Trade and Convention Center 
2211 Dug Gap Battle Rd. Dalton, GA 30720 


April 15-18, 2009 
Free Parking! 


Free Admission! 
(Photo I.D. Required) 


» Over 1,500 collectors and dealers from = 
} around the country come together in 
& the beautiful mountains of northwest _, 
¥ Georgia for the best coin show in the | 
state. Held annually each spring in 
Dalton, Georgia, the Georgia Numis- 
matic Association is host of the best 
coin show in Georgia. 
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The GNA’s Newest YN Exhibitors 





Local Coin Clubs (Cont.) 


matist if he or she chooses to be an active member in a local 
coin club. To start with, you are among others who share 
your enthusiasm in numismatics. Whatever area of collect- 
ing might be your focus, there will probably be others that 
relate to you and may be able to give you guidance. On the 
other hand you might be very knowledgeable with what you 
like and may be able to help someone else. This first point is 
probably the best part of joining a club. Making new friends 
and being able to talk and share with others about your col- 
lecting interests is what makes being in a coin club fun. As 
for me, listening to other more experienced collectors 
helped me develop a realistic path to collecting coins. You 
have to learn patience, and enjoy the chase for the right 
coin that will fit into your collection and collecting budget. 

There is also the opportunity for you to learn about 
other aspects of numismatics that you may not have consid- 
ered. At the MCCA meeting, we have educational volunteer 
programs given by fellow members on subjects that interest 
them. These programs cover just about every aspect of nu- 
mismatics. Some of the best programs I have seen were 
given by the Young Numismatist’s of our club and of the 
Georgia Numismatic Association. I can not say enough 
about the YN’s I have met in the MCCA and the GNA. If you 
have kids that share your interest of numismatics you will 
most certainly have fun bringing them to your local club 
meeting. 

Not only will you pick up the knowledge of the nu- 
mismatic hobby at your local coin club, you also might find 
a piece to fit in your collection. One benefit to the collector 
is the dealer tables that are usually set up at the club. This 
will give you a chance to look over the material he has on 
hand, and if he does not have what you are in need of, he 
probably can locate it for you. In addition to the dealers at 


The Georgia Numismatic Association is al- 
ways seeking new YN members, exhibitors, 
and promote this great hobby to the next 
generation. The GNA newest young numis- 
mist, pictured above, left to right, Meredith 
Bryant, Katelin Hanna, and Brandon Butler, 
have already achieved great heights in the 
hobby. They have won all entered wonderful 
exhibits at shows across the state and re- 
ceived awards for their hard work. 


the club is the numismatic auction that clubs offer. This is 
great fun and very popular with the membership. The 
clubs have lots of fun with thier auctions, and you will see 
everything from numismatic publications to World & U.S. 
coins to paper money, and much more. Also once you are 
a member of the club, you will be able to sell some of your 
items in the auctions. This is a great and easy way to pass 
along items to others in the hobby, and you can earn a 
little extra cash for your next purchase. 

A good club should promote the education of nu- 
mismatics and help promote growth in the hobby by en- 
couraging new beginning collectors and provide an at- 
mosphere for numismatic discussion for its members. I 
am sure that if you take the time to visit a club in your 
area you will find people who try and do just as I have 
stated above. This is a great hobby with many great peo- 
ple who love sharing there numismatic experiences and 
knowledge. So, if you are a coin collector come to a club 
meeting and share in the fun, as I have only scratched the 
surface of opportunities and fun to be had. 

In the five or so years I have been collecting, 
there is no doubt that my involvement in my local coin 
club and the Georgia Numismatic Association has been 
my best investment in the hobby. I have learned so much 
from the other members, made friends, and picked up 
some pretty nice pieces for my collection. I am so glad I 
made the time and stopped by the club table at the coin 
show. So, if you happen to be at coin show and see the 
local club tables, stop by and say hello, and come join us! 
If you would like information about locating a GNA mem- 
ber club, (click on newsletter then show journal and scroll 
down for the member club list) or MCCA you can log onto 


the websites: www.gamoney.org or www.mccatLorg . 


-- SILVERTOWNE -- 


Integrity... Honesty...Reliability 
see us at the G.N.A. Show Buying and Selling 


P.C.G.S., U.S. GOLD, CANADIAN, PROOF SETS, 
BULLION BARS, KRUGERRANDS, 
CUSTOM MINTING, SILVER/GOLD JEWELRY, 
SPECIAL OCCASION INGOTS & MEDALLIONS 


Tables 
108 
110 
112 

Leon & David Hendrickson 
P.O. Box 424 ¢ Winchester, IN 47394 
1-800-788-7481 ¢ Fax 765-584-1246 


www-.silvertowne.com 
e-mail: sales@silvertowne.com 
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Buying & Selling 
Rare Date Gold 


Services Offered: 
- We Build Fine Collections 
- Coins Located and 
Want Lists Filled 
- Auction Consignment Consultation 





- Auction Representation 
- Prolessional Appraisals 


Unique I7&7 “ER” om brent 
and Photog raphy Brasher Doubloon jrom the 


Gold Rush Collection 


- Upgrade Consulting for PQ Coins 
Dahlonega & Charlotte 


Mint Experts 





Call Al Adams 
404-630-1861 


Gold Rush Gallery, Inc. 
P.O. Box 35 - Dahlonega, Georgia 30533 
(404) 630-1861 - Fax: (706) 867-0516 
Info@GoldRushGallery.com - www.GoldRushGallery.com 





Meet Al Adams at many shows nationwide. 


Current Inventory and Show Schedule On-line at www.GoldRushGallery.com 





